Layli Miller-Muro '93 celebrated for work on behalf of others

Furstenberg People’s Voice Award in March in New York

in recognition of her work o transtform the lives of other
women. Miller-Muro, an attomey, founded the Tahiri Justice
Center, a nonprofit organization dedicated to protecting immi-
orant women and girds in the United States from human righis

l ayhi Miller-Muro '93 was awarded the Diane Von

abuses. She is also the center's executive director. In accepting
the $30,000 prize, she said the money will be used “to save the
lives of courageous women and girls who come to us seeking
legal protection.” At the awards ceremony, Miller-Muro intro-
duced herselt to Oprah Wintrey, who said, “l know [wheo you
are|.” Remembering that moment and her surprise, Miller-Muro
said, "Oprah remembered my client appearing on her show

in 1996 and said that | did great work. | was shocked by her
memaory.” Miller-Muro described Von Furstenberg as "lovely,
poised and elegant.”

At Agnes Scott, Miller-Muro was an integral part of found-
ing and presiding over the Racism-Free Zone Project, “The
ASC environment is so small that there are a lot of leadership
opportunities, plus you aren't competing with men” Miller-
Muro said, adding that these two factors ingrained initiative in
her. After graduating from ASC, Miller-Muro receved her .00
and M.A_ in international relations trom American Lniversicy
in Washington, D.C. While working as an attorney fora [D.C.-
based law firm, she represented a 17-year-old girl who had nar-

s mv legal career in gender-hased issues,” she said. She said
that since 2001 the center has helped more than 12,000 and
grown to a statt of more than 30. "Its styled as a personal award,
hut | see it as a reflection of the great work the organization is
doing,” said Miller-Muro, who lives in Virginia with her hus-
hand, Gil, and their three children,

With an intense work schedule focused on the mistreat
ment of others, Miller-Muro stays grounded by her Bahd'i faith:
“When | am fecling particularly depressed about suffering, my

row |y escaped genital mutilation and forced marriage in Togo. suiebriaticy helng nvs sem thi Jone rbesi niocessin plie

That case sparked my passion but alse opened doors to what _ Asideea Iyien ‘00

Join fellow alumnae in your community for a discussion
of the first-year common-reading selection, The Immortal
Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebececa Skloot. This exciting but
controversial story details how one woman's cancer cells
have gone on to contribute toward scientific research
long after her death and without her permission.

Invitations for specific Scottie Book Maonth events will be
sent in the late summer. Contact the Otfice of Alumnae
Relations with any questions at alumnac@agnesscott.edu

or 4014 471-6323.
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